X                                INTRODUCTION

and the Pretender: and farther to demonstrate, that the
present settlement of the crown was chiefly owing to my
lord your father. ..."

The Earl of Oxford had failed to extract the manuscript
from Swift for the purpose he had expressed in his letter. But
his sfriend and Swift's old friend, Erasmus Lewis, who had
been Under-Secretary of State during Lord Oxford's ad-
ministration, came to the Earl's assistance. He had not
written to Swift for many years, but on June soth, 1737, he
took occasion to renew the correspondence and referred to
the proposal for publishing the History in a manner which
leaves no doubt as to who suggested to him to write:

"... Now I name him, I mean Lord Oxford, let me
ask you if it be true, that you are going to print a History
of the Four Last Years of the Queen ? if it is, will not
you let me see it before you send it to the press ? Is it not
possible that I may suggest some things that you may have
omitted, and give you reasons for leaving out others ? The
scene is changed since that period of time: the conditions
of the peace of Utrecht have been applauded by most part
of mankind, even in the two Houses of Parliament: should
not matters rest here, at least for some time ? I presume
your great end is to do justice to truth; the second point
may perhaps be to make a compliment to the Oxford
family: permit me to say as to the first, that though you
know perhaps more than any one man, I may possibly c$n-
tribute a mite; and, with the alteration of one word, viz. by
inserting parva instead of magna, apply to myself that
passage of Virgil, et quorum pars parva fui. As to the
second point, I do not conceive your compliment to Lord
Oxford to be so perfect as it might be, unless you lay the
manuscript before him, that it may be considered here*"

On the 4th of July, 1737, Oxford replied to Swift's letter
of the 4th of June (referring to it as of the i4th of June), and
emphasizes his earnest wish to see the manuscript. He also